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during the years 1908 to 1905 25,500 tons and the exports
56,400 tons, while the imports of rye flour ayeraged 1?770 tons
and the exports 99,705 tons. On the whole, therefore, Germany
has of late years become rather more dependent upon foreign
food supplies than before.
Notwithstanding this, there has been a considerable increase
in the production of both food-corns. The average production
of wheat during the seven years 1900 to 1906 was 25,239,949
metric tons, and during the preceding seven years 1893 to 1899
24,051,454 tons, showing an increase of 1?1883495 tons, or
169*785 tons per annum. The average production of rye during
the seven years 1900 to 1906 was 65,405,289 metric tons, and
during the preceding seven years 59,422,864 tons, showing an
increase of 5,982,725 tons, equal to 854,675 tons per annum.
But in the interval the popnlation had increased from 52,280,000
in 1895 to 60,641,000 in 1905, an increase of 8,361,000. While
the increase of population had thus amounted to 16*0 per cent.,
the increase in the production of wheat and rye together barely
reached half this percentage. Allowing for an estimated con-
sumption of 440 Ib. of wheat and rye per head, there was a
shortage in production of about three-quarters of a million tons,
It is clear that at present the home corn-growers, while they
are not going back, are not meeting the larger demand caused
by the increase of population and an improTing standard of
life.
Perhaps the most significant fact about the home production
of food-corn is one which has not hitherto received the recog-
nition which it deserres. The principal deficit is in wheat? the
consumption of which is steadily increasing, while that of rye
declines. It will be a surprise to many persons who only know
the Germans as a rye-bread-eating people to be told that over
30 per cent, of the grain consumed is wheat. The explanation
lies* of course, in the fact that a large amount of pure wheat
bread is eaten in the form of rollsj and that throughout the
country the so-called rye-loaf generally has an admixture of
from 20 to 33 per cent, of the same flour. Hitherto it has been
assumed that the soil of the great corn-growing districts of the
East- is more suited to rye than to wheat, and in the tariff of
1902 the duty on wheat was fixed higher than that on rye for
the deliberate purpose of giving rye additional encouragement.
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